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Section A: Family

1 It is often said that the nuclear family is the most common type of family unit in modern industrial 
societies. However many different types of families exist alongside of each other.

 (a) What is meant by the term the nuclear family  ? [2]

 (b) Describe two other types of family unit. [4]

 (c) Explain why family units in traditional societies tend to be large. [6]

 (d) How far is the nuclear family in decline in modern industrial societies? [8]

2 Despite rising divorce rates marriage remains a popular institution in modern industrial societies.

 (a) What is meant by the term divorce  ? [2]

 (b) Describe two other forms of marital breakdown. [4]

 (c) Explain why divorce rates are so high in modern industrial societies. [6]

 (d) In modern industrial societies, how far are marriages based on equal relations between 
partners? [8]

Section B: Education

3 In most modern industrial societies girls are now outperforming boys at school. This is an example 
of how gender divisions within education have changed.

 (a) What is meant by the term gender  ? [2]

 (b) Describe two reasons why boys outperformed girls in the past. [4]

 (c) Describe how boys and girls may be treated differently within the education system. [6]

 (d) Explain why girls are now achieving better examination results than boys in many subjects.
 [8]

4 Factors from both home background and school can influence the educational performance of 
some ethnic minority groups.

 (a) What is meant by the term ethnic minority  ? [2]

 (b) Describe two ways in which home background may influence a child’s school performance.
 [4]

 (c) Explain how the peer group may influence the educational achievement of young people. [6]

 (d) To what extent can the poor educational performance of some ethnic minorities be  explained 
by the influences of teachers and schools? [8]
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Section C: Crime, Deviance and Social Control

5 There are some groups in society who are more likely to be labelled deviant.

 (a) What is meant by the term deviant   ? [2]

 (b) Describe two groups in society who are likely to be labelled as deviant. [4]

 (c) Explain why some groups in society are more likely to have the power to label others as 
deviant. [6]

 (d) Once a group has been labelled deviant, what are the likely consequences for them? [8]

6 Official crime statistics can be misleading and open to interpretation. One reason for this is the 
existence of the so-called dark figure.

 (a) What is meant by the term the dark figure? [2]

 (b) Describe two reasons why people fail to report crimes to the police. [4]

 (c) Why do white-collar crimes often go unrecorded? [6]

 (d) How far, and in what ways, may the activities of the police influence official crime statistics?
 [8]

Section D: The Mass Media

7 The mass media often stereotype groups and individuals, this is particularly true in the case of 
gender identities.

 (a) What is meant by the term stereotype ? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of how the media use stereotypes. [4]

 (c) Explain how the mass media help to reinforce the division of roles between males and 
females. [6]

 (d) How far, and in what ways, does the mass media influence the lifestyles of young people? [8]

8 An important factor which influences the content and presentation of the news is the concept of 
newsworthiness.

 (a) What is meant by the term newsworthiness? [2]

 (b) Describe two other factors that influence the content of the news. [4]

 (c) Explain why news reports may contain bias. [6]

 (d) How far, and in what ways, are the mass media able to shape and change political attitudes?
 [8]
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